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Course Outline 


Instructor: Ronald W. Luna 
E-mail: ronald/|@umd.edu 
Office: 2181) Lefrak Hall 


Office Hours: Before or after class, or by appointment 


Class website: https://myelms.umd.edu/login for class materials 


Activity 


Learning Objectives 


Application of Concepts and Theories 


Application of Skills 


What is Geography? 


Understand how geography 
plays a role in space and 
place. 


Students will use visual and 
cultural markers to determine 
how spaces are created. 


Students will practice 
Community Mapping 


What is a Developing 
Country? 


Determine what variables 
define a developing 
country. 


Students will use the Human 
Development Index to compare and 
contrast more and less developed 
countries according to health, 
income, and education variables. 


Use the United 
Nations Development 
Program’s database 


Legacies of Coloniza- 
tion (Latin America, 
Asia, Africa, and 
Middle East) 


Understand the legacies 
of colonization in the 
developing world. 


Students will collect current 
social, cultural, economic, and 
political data and compare a 
developing country to the U.S. 


Learn how to download 
data from the CIA 
World Fact Book 
database 


Population 


Analyze concepts of 
population dynamics such 
as fertility and mortal- 

ity rates and population 
growth. 


Students will analyze data from 

two countries and create current 
population pyramids for both and 
project future population growth. 


Explore the U.S. 
Census Bureau's 
International Database 


Geography in Practice 


Learn about the 
opportunities in the field 
of geography. 


Students will learn from geogra- 
phy majors about the academic 

and professional opportunities in 
this field. 


Develop awareness 
of the applications 
of geography as an 
independent discipline 


Poverty and 
Urbanization 


Compared urban vs rural 
characteristics within 
developing countries and 
analyze poverty data. 


Learn to identify needs of urban 
populations, assess poverty in 
rural and urban areas, and think 
about the impact of inequality. 


Students will use 
data from UN Habitat 
Urban Info database 
and the World Bank’s 
Poverty and Equity 
database. 


Migration 


Understand migration 
patterns and contemporary 
refugee crises. 


Students will examine the migra- 
tion profile for a country in Africa 
and compare the refugee crises in 
Sudan and Syria. 


Download data from 
the UN Population 
Division and the UN 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees. 
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Health and Gender 


Analyze women’s health 
data. 


Compare and contrast health 
issues and socio-economic 
indicators affect women’s health, 
including HIV, maternal mortality, 
and total fertility rates and map 
them according to rural versus 
urban location. 


Students will use 
USAID’s Demographic 
and Health Surveys. 


Education and 
Gender 


Analyze the conditions 
of schools and gender 
disparities in educational 
attainment in developing 
countries. 


Assess the infrastructure and 
resources of schools in an African 
country, as well as calculate the 
gender parity index for education 
indicators. 


Students will use the 
World Bank’s Educa- 
tion Statistics Core 
Indicators. 


Governance 


Analyze the dimensions of 
governance in a country. 


Students will compare and 
contrast governance rankings 

in neighboring countries across 
years and think about reliability of 
these indicators. 


Explore Worldwide 
Governance Indicators. 


Macroeconomics 


Globalization and 


Analyze macroeconomic 
data and evaluate the 


future outlook of a country. 


Understand the intercon- 


Compare current conditions and 
future outlook for key macroeco- 
nomic indicators. 


Students will use the 
IMF’s World Economic 
Outlook database. 


Students will analyze historical 


Natural Resources 


nectivity of food security 
and globalization. 


and current trends in prices for 
major crops and connect to fuel 
prices in order to forecast the 

latter’s impact on food security. 


Interpret the Financial 
Index and Commodity 
Charts 


Learning Outcomes 
& Expectations 


K ey words to emphasize: cumulative knowledge, continual feedback. 
Final project begins in week 5, builds from each activity week 6 on. 


Course/Catalogue Description 


An introduction to the geographic characteristics of the development prob- 
lems and prospects of developing countries. Spatial distribution of poverty, 
employment, migration and urban growth, agricultural productivity, rural 
development, policies and international trade. Portraits of selected develop- 
ing countries. 


Pre-Co-requisites 


There are no prerequisites for this course. 


Instructor 


Dr. Ronald Luna, Undergraduate Director and Lecturer, Department of 
Geographical Sciences 


Restrictions 


There are no restrictions or pre-co-requisites placed on this course. 


Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes 


There will be three exams, two individual papers, one group paper, and ten 
small-group activities related to the weekly lectures. Learning outcomes 
will emphasize cumulative knowledge and continual feedback on individual 
progress. 
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Grading 


Foundational Paper #1 Legacy Paper—50O points 
Foundational Paper #2 Gender Paper—50 points 
Group Project Planning Report—5 points 

Group Project Background Paper—20 points 
Group Project Video Presentation—30 points 
Group Project Feedback Report—10 points 
Group Project Development Plan—50O points 
Exam #1—100 points 

Exam #2—100 points 

Exam #3—100 points 

Group Discussion Activities—110 points 

Total: 625 Points 


Learning Outcomes 


Upon completion of a History and Social Sciences course: 

e Students will demonstrate knowledge on the fundamental concepts and 
ideas of Geography relating to developing countries 

e Students will demonstrate critical thinking in evaluating casual argu- 
ments in the Developing World by analyzing major theories and the 
Surrounding human and physical contexts in which they take place over 
time. 

e Students will understand how culture evolves spatially and temporally 
and the impact these evolutions have on individuals’ perceptions, ac- 
tions, values and ethnic identity 

e Students will be able to analyze contemporary issues such as popula- 
tion, urbanization, globalization, gender, ethnic conflict and migration 
in order to develop their own policies for social change. 


Upon completion of a Scholarship in Practice course: 

¢ Demonstrate an ability to select, critically evaluate, and apply relevant 
theories and concepts to scholarship in Geographical Sciences in all 
individual and group assignments. 

e Articulate the processes required to bring about a successful outcome 
from planning, modeling, and preparing, to critiquing, revising and 
perfecting by group projects and weekly discussions. 

e¢ Demonstrate an ability to critique existing applications of scholarship 
in order to learn from past success and failures through research papers 
and group projects. 

e Recognize how an application of scholarship affects or is affected by 
political, social, cultural, economic or ethical dimensions by weekly 
discussion, research papers and group projects. 


Learning Outcomes & Expectation ® 5 


e Effectively communicate the application of scholarship through ancil- 
lary material (written, oral, visual and/or all modes combined) by creat- 
ing a YouTube video of their group research paper. 


Discussion-Activity (Tentative) 


Week 1/Lecture 1 Activity 1 What is Geography? 
Week 2/Lecture 2 Activity 2 Defining a Developing Country 
Week 3/Lectures 3-5 Activity 3 Colonial Legacies 
Week 4/Lecture 6 Activity 4 Population 

Test #1 (Lectures 1-6) 
Week 5 Activity 5 Geography in Practice 
Week 6/Lecture 7 Activity 6 Urbanization 
Week 7/Lecture 8 Activity 7 Migration 
Week 8/Lecture 9 Activity 8 Health and Gender 
Week 9/Lecture 10 Activity 9 Education and Gender 
Week 10/Lecture 11 Activity 10 Governance 


Test #2 (Lectures 7-11) 
Week 11/Lecture 12 Group Project Background Research 
Week 12/Lectures 13-14 Activity 11 Macroeconomics 
Week 13 Group Project Presentation 

Test #3 (Lectures 12-16) 


Instructor and Class Background Information 


| have had the unique experience of being a student, a teaching assistant, and 
now a lecturer for this class. | took this class during my sophomore year at the 
University of Maryland, College Park, and my major was “undeclared.” | received 
my bachelor of science, master’s, and doctorate degrees from the University of 
Maryland’s Geographical Sciences Department. | found this class to be very 
interesting and was able to relate it to my personal experiences. As an immigrant 
from El Salvador, | came to the United States at the age of ten. As such, and to 
provide you with a little insight, | was exposed to two very different worlds—a 
developed country (United States) and a developing country (El Salvador). 

My goal is to facilitate, from a geographic perspective, an insight into the 
developing world through course materials such as lectures, group projects, 
videos, discussion activities, and papers. Class lectures and discussions are 
designed to help students understand and learn about cultural diversity and 
methods used by geographers. It is important to note that this class is non- 
major friendly, so we encourage you to use your major in group activities, 
projects, and in anything related to class materials. 
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My teaching philosophy is to encourage students to critically and creatively think, and 
most importantly, to develop applicable skill sets that can be useful in your future endeavors. 
As previously stated, | served as teaching assistant for several years and found that students 
enjoy interacting with one another through sharing their life experiences. Lastly, this is by far 
my favorite class. | have taught this class the past seven years, and | teach it every fall, winter, 
spring, and summer. To be honest, | do not become bored teaching this class because students’ 
experiences are always new and the developing world is constantly changing. 

The learning outcomes are the following: 


e Students will demonstrate knowledge on the fundamental concepts and ideas of geogra- 
phy related to developing countries. 

e Students will demonstrate critical thinking in evaluating casual arguments in the developing 
world by analyzing major theories and the surrounding human and physical contexts in 
which they take place over time. 

e Students will understand how culture evolves spatially and temporally, and the impact 
these evolutions have on individuals’ perceptions, actions, values, and ethnic identity. 

e Students will be able to analyze contemporary issues such as population, urbanization, 
globalization, gender, ethnic conflict, and migration in order to develop their own policies 
for social change. 


Lecture Outline 


Introduction 


e Course introduction (syllabus) 
e What is geography? 
e Geographic attributes 
- Space 
- Scale 
- Time 
e Geographic tools 
- Cartography 
- Remote sensing 
- Geographic information systems (GIS) 
e Disciplines in geography 
- Physical 
- Techniques 
- Human 
e Human geography 
- Interaction between human and physical environment 
e Multidisciplinary 


Activity 
Cultural Space Activity: 
What is Geography? 


Aim 


The aim of this activity is to expose students to how geography plays a role in 
places and spaces. 


Key Terms 


developing country, geography, spatial science, cultural spaces 


Analysis A: Can you identify the location (city/country)? 
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Cultural Space Activity: What is Geography? ® 11 


Analysis B: What is geography? 


Discuss and answer the following set of questions as a group: 


e What is geography? 


e What is the developing world? 


e How does geography relate to you identity (i.e., experiences from a 
cultural, political, and/or economic perspective)? 


e Do you think geography relates to your major? 


e Do you think geography has an impact in the developing world? If so, how? 


Lecture Outline 


What is a Developing Country? 


e Perspective 
e Which term do we use to define the non-developed world? 
e Why is the world divided? 
e Origin of the term “Third World” 
- Emergence of the Third World (1950-1960) 
- Critic of the Third World (1970) 
- The “Lost Decade” (1980s) 
e Human development index (HDI) 
e Other theories in the 1980s (Brandt line map) 
e The Third World in the 1990s 
e Characteristics of developing countries 
- Dependence on Western powers 
- Delayed modernization 
- Population explosion 
- Unequal distribution of wealth 
e Summary 
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Activity 


Defining a Developing Country 


Aim 


What defines a developing country and what variables are used in the Human 
Development Index (HDI). Each group will compare a very high development and 
a medium or low developing country by using the human development index. 


Key Terms 


developing country, human development index, characteristics of a developing 
country 


Instructions Part | 


Type http://hdr.undp.org/en/2014-report in your browser. 

Select the “Data” tab from the options across the top. 

Under the Dimension: Select choose “Human Development Index (HDI)”. 
Select “Bar” graph. 

Year: Select a Year choose “2014”. 

Select “Go to Indicator Page”. 


te eS 
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7. Dedicate some time to examine the map and understand how the HDI 


vary by countries. 


a. How have the countries’ HDI changed among the years? 
b. Are there any geographic patterns? 


8. Go back to http://hdr.undp.org/en/2014-report and select “Country 


Profiles.” 


9. In order to see the countries by HDI category, you will need to scroll 
over each country on the map individually. Notice the progress of each 


country across the years by selecting on the country. 
10.Go back to http://hdr.undp.orp/en/2014-report . 
11.Select the “2015 HDR Report” from across the top. 
12.Select the “Human Development Report 2015” image. 
13.Select “Statistical Annex” on the left. 
14. Select the “Statistical Annex” button on the center of the page. 


15. Scroll down to Table 1: Human Development Index and its components 
16.Create the range of the rankings for each of the four categories of the 
human development level. You can estimate the lower and higher level 
of each category looking at the 2014 HDI of the first country in each 
category compared to the 2014 HDI of the last country in each category. 


1. Complete the following chart using the HDI numbers in Table 1. 


Category 


Range 


(decimal points) 


Ranks’ s Range 


(countries’ numbers) 


Lower Level Higher Level 


Lower Level 


Higher Level 


Very High Human Development 


High Human Development 


Medium Human Development 


Low Human Development 


Instructions Part II 


1. Scroll down to Table 9 Health outcomes, Table 10 Education achieve- 


ments, and Table 11 National income and composition of resources. 
2. Find the ranking for countries you will be working on. (See “Groups”) 
3. Use the information to complete the table below. 
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Groups 


Group 1: Brazil vs. Bolivia vs. United States 
Group 2: South Africa vs. Uganda vs. Netherlands 
Group 3: Vietnam vs. Laos vs. Australia 

Group 4: Turkey vs. Yemen vs. Norway 

Group 5: China vs. India vs. Japan 


2) Complete the table 


Developed vs. General Rank Education Income Health 
Developing DI 

1980 | 2014 1980 | 2014 1980 | 2014 
Country A 
Country B 
Country C 


1. What does the chart reveal about your developing country’s human devel- 
opment in relationship to the developed country? 


2. How have the indicators changed during the 33-years’ period? Compare 
the progress of the developed country’s indicators to the developing 
country’s ones. Which country improved the most? 


3. Define “developing country” as discussed in class and name their char- 
acteristics. Does your developing country fit into these characteristics? 
If so, how? 


Lecture Outline 


Legacy of Colonization in 
Latin America 


e Definition of terms 


Colonialism/colonization 
Imperialism 
Neocolonialism 


e Treaty of Tordesillas 
e The Columbia Exchange 


Plants 
Livestock 
Diseases 
Demographic impacts 
- Indian population decrease 
- African diaspora 
- European migration 
- Mixing of population (miscegenation) 
- Social class triangle 
Religion 
Language 
Economy 
Mining 
Agriculture 
- Land tenure system 


e Summary 
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Lecture Outline 


Legacy of Colonization 


in Africa 


Background 

Diffusion of world religions 
Colonialism 

African diaspora 

- Atlantic slave triangle 

- Legacy of slavery 

Berlin Conference 

- Tribal boundaries 
European official languages/families 
Case study in Nigeria 

- Nigeria’s main languages 
European rule 

- Indirect rule 

- Direct rule 

Division of African population 
African dictators 
Independence in Africa 
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Lecture Outline 


Colonization in Asia 
and Middle East 


e Background: Six major religions or philosophies 
e Official language 
e Diffusion of religion 
e Colonial India 
- Indian and Pakistan evolution 
- Independent India 
- Border dispute in Kashmir 
- Independent Pakistan 
- Division 
e Colonial Asia 
- Hong Kong 
- Singapore 
e Can all the problems of developing countries be blamed on the legacy of 
colonization? 
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Activity 


Socio-demographic Profile of 


Developing Countries 


Aim 


To help students understand the legacies of colonization in the developing 
world by collecting current social, cultural, economic, and lastly political data 
from the CIA’s World Factbook database. The overall goal is to prepare students 
to have a developing country in mind for their legacy paper and become familiar 
with the fact-book that could be used as reference for future work. 


Groups 


Group 1: Mexico 
Group 2: Nigeria 
Group 3: Egypt 
Group 4: India 
Group 5: Thailand 


Instructions 


Kos _— — as 
s aa! You will collect data from the 
tabs below 


Introduction :: MEXICO 


Geography :: MEXICO 


People and Society :: MEXICO 


Government :: MEXICO 


Economy :: MEXICO 


Communications :: MEXICO 


Transportation :: MEXICO 


Military :: MEXICO 


Transnational Issues :; MEXICO 


You will use the following website https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the- 
world-factbook/ to collect geographic, social, political, and economic data. On 
the map, select the region to which your country belongs (ex. United States to 
North America) and then select the specific country. As part of the discussion, 
you will present your group’s findings to the class. 
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Geography Profile 


Country A: United States Country B: 


1. Write a short geo- 
graphic description 
of your country (i.e., 
landlocked, coastal, 
land use, etc.). 


2. What natural coal, copper, lead, mo- 
resources are lybdenum, phosphates, 
currently produced? | rare earth elements, 

uranium, bauxite, gold, 

iron, mercury, nickel, 
potash, silver, tung- 
sten, zinc, petroleum, 
natural gas, timber 


People and Society Profile 


Country A: United States Country B 


1. How many lan- 
guages are spoken 5/English 
in your country? 


2. How many ethnic 
> 
groups are present! Aiuhite 
Name the major 
ethnic group. 


3. How many religions 
are currently pres- 
ent? Name the major 
religious sector. 


9/Protestant 


4. Analyze and 
describe your 
country’s popula- 
tion pyramid (select 
the diagram under 
“Age Structure”). 


5. Median age: 37.8 
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Government 
Country A: United States Country B 
1. What is the Constitution-based 
current type of federal republic; strong 
government? democratic tradition 
Economy Profile 
Country A: United States Country B 


1. GDP (purchasing 


poverty line? 


$17.95 trillion 
power parity)? 
2. Unemployment 
rate? 9.2% 
3. Population below 
15.1% 


4. What are commodi- 
ties your country 
exports? 


agricultural products 
(soybeans, fruit, corn), 
9.2%; industrial sup- 
plies (organic chemi- 
cals), 26.8%; capital 
goods (transistors, 
aircraft, motor ve- 
hicle parts, computers, 
telecommunications 
equipment), 49.0%; 
consumer goods (auto- 
mobiles, medicines), 
15% 


5, Who are your 
country’s export 
partners? 


Canada, Mexico, China, 
Japan 


6. Who are your 
country’s import 
partners? 


China, Canada, Mexico, 
Japan, Germany 
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Copyright © 2011 by Depositphotos / Thomas Amby Johansen 
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Copyright © 2009 by Depositphotos Inc./Iryna Volina 
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Lecture Outline 


Population 


e Outline 
- Demographic transition model 
- Population pyramid 
- Human development index (HDI) 
- Doubling time 
- Dependency ratio 
e Theory of population 
- Malthus 
- Boserup 
e Case study of China and India 
- China’s one-child policy 
e Gender development index (GDI) 
e Rostow Continuum 
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Activity 


Population Activity 


Aim 


Each student will analyze population pyramids and will learn how demogra- 
phers analyze data from the International Data Base (IDB). The purpose of this 
assignment is to understand whether there are correlations between population 
and economic development. 


Groups 


Group 1: Afghanistan 

Group 2: Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Group 3: Vietnam 

Group 4: Brazil 

Group 5: China 


Key Terms 


Population pyramid (age, gender, and momentum), death rate, birth rate, 
fertility rate, total population, human development index, doubling time, and 
dependency ratio 
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International Data Base 


The International Data Base (IDB) offers a 
to governments, academics, other organi 
Studies. For more information and all the 


Select Report 


“ps and areas of the world with a population of 5.000 or more. The IDB has provided aq 
vations that sponsor the research of the Census Bureau's International Programs Ce| 
estions page. 


Analysis B-Select 
‘Population Pyramid 
graph’ 

Analysis B-Select 
‘Component of Population 
Growth’ 


Select Country(ies) 


Demographic Overview When multiple countries are selected, an aggregated ‘Custom Region’ will be create 


Afghanistan a 
Albania EB 
Algeria 

American Samoa 

Andorra 

Angola 


Select Year(s) 


Hold the ‘CTRL’ 
key as you are 
selecting ‘2010 and 


Anguilla 

Antigua and Barbuda 
Argentina 

Armenia 


2050’ 


Select Region(s) 


@®UNRegions OLegacyRegions © Special Regions 
World a 
More Developed Countries 
Less Developed Countries (LDCs) E 
LDCs, without Least Developed Countries — 
Least Developed Countries 
Africa 
Eastern Africa 
Middle Africa 
Northern Africa 
Southern Africa 


Aggregation Options 


© Show individual Region/Country data only 
© Show aggregated Region/Country data 
© Show both individual and aggregated data 


(Source: US Bureau of the Census) 


Instructions for Analysis A 


Select http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/ 
Select “International Data Base” (IDB) 

For Select Report choose “Population Pyramid Graph” 

For Select Up to 25 Year choose both “2010” & “2050” 
Select assigned “Country” 

Select “Submit” 


a a ee 


Analysis A: Population Pyramids 


1. Compare and discuss your country’s population pyramids (2010 and 2050) 
e Do you see any differences across all years? 
e Any differences between males and females? 
e Any changes in the pyramid’s shape 


International Data Base 


Animation Controls: 44 4 > m@»>»>> 
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Instructions for Analysis B 


7. Select “Search” on the upper left side. 
8. Change the report to “Components of Population Growth” to fill 
columns “1 to 4” 
“Demographic Overview” to complete Columns “4 to 6” 
9. Calculate the birth and death rates for both years (using the formulas 
provided) 
Birth rate = # of Births / Population * 1,000 
Death rate = # of Deaths / Population * 1,000 


Analysis B: Compare Population Estimates 


Under 5 
Growth Life Mortality 
Year Births Deaths Population Rate Expectancy Rate 
2010 
Rate 
2050 
Rate 


1. Analyze the table (above) and discuss/describe your country’s population 
between 2010 and 2050. (Any population growth? Did the birth/death 
rate increase or decrease?) Based on the data and your calculation, what 
is your overall assessment on your country’s population in 2050? 


Activity 


Georgraphy in Practice 


Aim 


Students will become aware of the opportunities in the field of geography. The 
TAs will prepare a discussion activity based on their personal experience in this 
field. 


Concentrations, Tracks, and Minors in Geographical 
Sciences 


Geography: Students specializing in Geography will be exposed to a diversity 
of coursework that will focus on human-environmental interactions, and will 
choose between two tracks: Development and Sustainability or Environment 
Systems and Natural Resources. The Development and Sustainability track 
will prepare students for careers in urban and regional planning, international 
development, foreign service, humanitarian relief, and other related fields. The 
Environment Systems and Natural Resources track will prepare students for 
careers in soil and plant science, environmental management, hazard analy- 
sis, water management, and other related fields. http://www.geog.umd.edu/ 
content/geography 


GIS: Students specializing in GIS concentration gain the technical skills needed 
to acquire, manage, and analyze large amounts of geographic data. Students 
will get computer training in digital processing of remote sensing observations 
and cartographic vector data, spatial analysis, and the display of information 
products in ENVY and GIS software. The curriculum will provide students 
with the necessary background to use remote sensing in various fields such as 
military analysis and intelligence, environmental monitoring, counter-narcotics, 
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disaster assessments, law enforcement and other related fields. http://www. 
geog.umd.edu/content/gis 


ENSP Land Use: The Land Use concentration provides students with a back- 
ground in the ecological, cultural, regional, and international dimensions of 
land use, while developing broad technical skills in GIS and remote sensing. 
This concentration prepares students for positions in land use planning, 
sustainable land development, and land conservation. https://geog.umd.edu/ 
undergraduate/landingtopic/majors-concentrations-tracks-and-minors 


ENSP Coastal: The Marine and Coastal Management concentration provides 
students with a background on oceanography and littoral processes, and their 
relationship to meteorological conditions and forcing as well as the factors 
influencing biological productivity in the coastal zone. This concentration 
prepares students for positions in environmental policy as it relates to marine 
and coastal management and land use. https://geog.umd.edu/undergraduate/ 
landingtopic/majors-concentrations-tracks-and-minors 


ENSP Global: The Global concentration provides students with a background 
on the science of climate change, policy responses involving difficult 
economic decisions, and impacts that are unevenly distributed around the 
globe. This science-oriented concentration prepares students to addresses 
the scientific underpinnings, societal impacts, and policy responses to global 
environmental issues. https://geog.umd.edu/undergraduate/landingtopic/ 
majors-concentrations-tracks-and-minors 


Minors: Minors available in GIS and Remote Sensing of Environmental 
Change. http://geog.umd.edu/content/minors 


Lecture Outline 


Poverty, Part | 


e Where is poverty concentrated? 
e Gap between rich and poor 
e Poverty vs. extreme poverty 
- Case study of Zimbabwe 
e Unequal distribution of wealth 
e Malnutrition and poverty 
e Causes of poverty 
e How do we narrow the gap? 
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Lecture Outline 


Urbanization, Part II 


World urbanization 
Trends by world regions 
Increase of urbanization in the developing world 
Urbanization explosion 
Rapid urbanization 
Urban growth 
Characteristics of the developing cities 
Case study of India urban poverty 
Urban poverty by world regions 
Urbanization and economic growth 
The dimensions of urban poverty 
Case study of Brazil 

- Favelas and solutions 
What is a favela? 

- Lula de Silva 

- Zero Hunger 


Al 


Activity 


Urbanization 


Aim 


Each student will analyze urbanization data from the UN Habitat Urban Info 
database and poverty data from the World Bank’s Poverty and Equity. The 
purpose of this assignment is to understand the challenges of urbanization 
and poverty in developing countries. Students will learn to identify needs of 
urban populations, assess poverty in rural and urban areas, and think about the 
impact of inequality. 


Groups 


Group 1: Bolivia vs. Colombia 
Group 2: Mali vs. Zimbabwe 
Group 3: Bangladesh vs. India 
Group 4: Cambodia vs. Vietnam 
Group 5: Tanzania vs. Senegal 


Key Terms 


slums, sanitation, durable housing, urban growth, poverty headcount, poverty 
line, urban poverty GINI Index 
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Instruction for Analysis A 


1. Select http://data.worldbank.org/topic/urban-development 
2. Under the Urban Development section select the “DataBank” button 
(NOT the Databank Tab at the top of the page) 
3. For Database select “World Development Indicators” 
4. For Country choose your two countries 
5. For Series use the table below under the Data column 
a. Clink on the filter icon and choose “Environment” and “Health” 
6. For Time choose the most recent year or the most recent year with data 
7. Select “Apply Changes” 
Data Country A Country B 


Urban population 


Population living in slums (% of 
urban population) 


Improved water source urban (% of 
urban population with access) 


Improved sanitation urban (% of 
urban population with access) 


People practicing open defecation 
(% of population) 


Analysis A: Urban Slums and Access to Services 


il 


Compare the proportion of the population living in slums in the two 
countries. Do you see any differences? What factors could account for 
these differences? 


Compare and contrast the improved water and sanitation sources to the 
open defecation practices in each country. What do you think is the 
priority for improving these conditions in each country? 
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Instructions for Analysis B 


Select http://data.worldbank.org/topic/poverty 

Select “Databank” 

Select “View more indicators” at the bottom of What’s popular list 

For Database choose “Poverty and Equality” 

For Country choose your two countries 

For Series use the table below under the Data column 

For Time choose the most recent year or the most recent year with data 
Select “Apply Changes” 


OO ee 


Data Country A Country B 


Urban poverty headcount ratio at 
national poverty line (% of urban 
population) 

Rural poverty headcount ratio at 
national poverty line (% of rural 

population) 


GINI Index 


Analysis B: Poverty 


1. Compare the levels of urban poverty and rural poverty. Where is the high- 
est poverty rate? Why do you think this is the case? 


2. Provide a definition for the GINI index. What is the level of income in- 
equality in these two countries? What are the effects of income inequality 
on a country? 


Lecture Outline 


Migration, Part | 


Migration, Part | 


e Definitions 
e Causes of migration 
- Push and pull factors 
e Why do people migrate? 
- Economic factors 
- Cultural factors 
- Political factors 
- Environment factors 
e Mexican migration case study 
- How has Mexico City become one of the largest cities in the world? 
- Border towns/growth poles 
e Refugees 
e Gender and migration 
e Migration and war 
e Environment and migration 
e Migration laws 
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Lecture Outline 


Migration, Part Il 


Migration, Part Il 


e Displaced persons 
e Refugees 
e Impact of migration 
- Brain drain 
e Family remittances worldwide 
- E. G. Ravenstein 
e Impact of migration on rich countries 
e Case studies: Europe, Switzerland, Ireland, Japan, South Africa 
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Activity 


Migration 


Aim 


This activity will help students understand theinternational migration patterns 
and the current refugee crises in Sudan and Syria that are created. Students 
will use data from the UN Population Division — Migration Section and the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 


Key Terms 


migration, immigration, emigration, chain migration, push and pull factors, 
brain drain, remittances, refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs)Groups 


Part A: Migration 


Groups 

Group 1: Philippines 
Group 2: El Salvador 
Group 3: India 

Group 4: Mexico 
Group 5: Sierra Leone 
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Instructions for Analysis A 
Select http://esa.un.org/MigGMGProfiles/MPCSI.htm 
2. Select “Indicators” (Ignore the window that opens asking for “log-on 
information”) 
3. Open the PDF file for your country and answer the questions below. 


— 


1. Describe the trend for total net migration data for the years provided. Is 
there an increasing or decreasing trend during this period? Consider the 
reasons for this trend. 


2. What is the amount of remittances inflows and outflows for the most 
recent period? Are remittances an important component of the GDP? 
What are the top five destinations for immigrants? 


3. What age group has the highest number of migrants? Describe the migra- 
tion patterns for men and women. Have these patterns change during the 
period of analysis? 
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Part B: Refugees 


In this part, you will compare the refugee crises in Sudan and Syria. You will 
use data from the United National Refugee Agency for the analysis. 


Instructions for Analysis B 


1. Select www.unhcr.org 

2. Select the “Statistics” tab on the tool bar and scroll down to the “Statistics 
and Operational Data” section 

Select “UNHCR Statistics Database” 

4. Select the “Time Series” tab at the top of the page. 


a 


Sudan Crisis (2003-ongoing) 


You will compare the number of refugees in neighboring countries, Israel, 
United Kingdom, and the United States, and the number of IDPs in Sudan. 


For Years select the date range “2003-2015” 

For Country/Territory of Residence select the countries in the table 

For Origin select “Sudan” 

For Population Type select the options for “Refugees (incl. refugee-like 
situations)” and “Internally Displace Persons” 

5. Complete the table with the data for 2003 and 2015 


le oa eo 


Country Number of Refugees (2003) Number of Refugees (2015) 


Chad 


Eygypt 


Ethiopia 


Kenya 


Uganda 


South Sudan 


Israel 


United Kingdom 


United States 


Internally Displaced Persons (2003) Internally Displaced Persons (2015) 


Sudan 
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Syrian Crisis (201 1-ongoing) 
You will compare the number of refugees in neighboring countries, Germany, 


and the United States, and the number of IDPs in Syria. 


ae ao ae 


For Years select the date range “2011-2015” 


For Country/Territory of Residence select the countries in the table 


For Origin Select “Syrian Arab Republic” 


For Population Type select “Refugees (incl. refugee-like situations)” and 


“Internally Displace Persons” 


Complete the table with the data for 2011 and 2015 


Country 


Number of Refugees (2011) 


Number of Refugees (2015) 


Lebanon 


Jordan 


lraq 


Turkey 


Germany 


United States 


Internally Displaced Persons (2011) 


Internally Displaced Persons (2015) 


Syria 


receive the influx of refugees? 


. Compare the number of refugees and internally displaced persons in the 
Sudan crisis and the Syrian crisis. 


. What do you consider are the main challenges for the countries that 


Lecture Outline 


Health 


e Leading causes of death, 2001 
e Leading causes of death, 2005 
e Car accidents 
e Impacts of HIV/AIDS 
- Worldwide 
- Africa 
- Children 
e Anti-AIDS drug controversy 
e Malaria 
e Infant mortality 
e Leading causes of death for children? 
e Pregnancy-related deaths 
e Malnutrition 
e Money doesn’t necessarily buy health 
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Activity 


Health & Gender 


Aim 


Students will analyze socio-demographic health data from a geographic 
perspective. This will enable students to view regional differences within a 
developing country. 


Target 4.A 


“By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality 
primary and secondary education leading to relevant and Goal-4 effective learn- 
ing outcomes.” 


Groups 


Group 1: Dominican Republic 
Group 2: Uganda 

Group 3: Cameroon 

Group 4: India 

Group 5: Zimbabwe 
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Analysis A 


Bonus Website database: Go to: http://apps.who. int/ghodata/. 
Select “Women and Health” 
*This database can be helpful for your Gender Papers 


Visit http://www.statcompiler.com/ 

Select the “Choose Country” button 

Select assigned country then select “Next” 

For Common Indicators choose from the table below then select “Next” 
Select the most recent data year available. 

On the right side of the screen there is a box labeled as “Indicators” 
select “Residence” 

7. Fill in the box below. 


OU ge eee 


Variables Total Urban Rural 


Total fertility rates 15-49 


Unmet need for family planning 


Place of delivery: Health facility 


Median age at first marriage 
[Women]: 25-49 


HIV prevalence among women 


Married women currently using 
any method of contraception 


1. Why are there regional differences across all “variables”? 
a. Is there one variable that stands out? 


2. Which variable is a major “gender challenge” for women in your assigned 
country? Explain why. 
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3. Why doyou think delivering a baby in a health facility is important to women? 
a. ls there a difference between rural and urban? 


4. Do you see a difference between women in the developing and developed 
worlds? Explain. 


Lecture Outline 


Women in the Developing World 


e Introduction 
e The roles of women 
- What is perception? 
- How is perception constructed? 
e The status of women 
- Status 
- How is status determined 
e Challenges: HIV/AIDS 
e Other challenges 
e Women and education 
e Women and family planning 
e Women and development 
e Women in agriculture 
e Women’s political participation 
e Empowering women 


Activity 


Education & Gender 


Aim 


Students will analyze education data using the World Bank’s Education 
Statistics Core Indicators. The purpose of this assignment is to evaluate the 
conditions of schools in the African continent and calculate the gender parity 
index for selected indicators. 


Groups 


Group 1: Chad 
Group 2: Gambia 
Group 3: Guinea 
Group 4: Mali 
Group 5: Rwanda 


Key Terms 


pupil/textbook ratio, pupil/teacher ratio, gender parity index, class size, literacy 
rate, net enrollment 
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Instructions for Analysis A 


Select http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education 
Under Education Statistics select “Go to portal” button 
For Explore EdStats Queries select “Core Indicators” 
For Description select the “Core Indicators” link 
For Country select your country 
For Series select the indicators in the table below 
a. Select the filter icon and choose “O2 Primary” and under 06 
Teachers choose “2 Primary” 
7. For Time select the most recent year 
8. Select “Apply Changes” 


OY Se eee 


Indicator for Primary Education | Value (2017) 


Africa Dataset: Percentage of schools with 
access to electricity (%) 


Africa Dataset: Percentage of primary 
schools with access to potable water (%) 


Africa Dataset: Percentage of primary 
schools with toilets (%) 


Africa Dataset: Average number of pupils 
per mathematics textbook in primary 
education (#) 


Africa Dataset: Average number of pupils 
per reading textbook in primary education 
(#) 


Africa Dataset: Average size of classes in | 


primary schools (number of pupils) 


Pupil-teacher ratio in primary education 
(headcount basis) 


Theoretical duration of primary education 
(years) 


1. How do you think these conditions affect learning outcomes? What do you 
consider would be the priority for improving the education infrastructure 
in this country? 


Instructions for Analysis B 


1. Filter and select the indicators in the table below 
a. Select the filter icon and choose “O02 Primary”, “O5 Tertiary” and 
“O8 Literacy” 
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2. value for the indicator. A value of 1 indicates parity between females and 
males. A value less than 1 indicates disparity in favor of men and a value 
greater than 1 indicates disparity in favor of women. 


Indicator 


Female 


Male 


Gender Parity 
Index (male/ 
female) 


Youth literacy rate 


Adult literacy rate 


Net enrollment rate primary 


Primary completion rate 


Gross enrollment ratio tertiary 


1. Are the education statistics different for men and women? Provide some 


of the reasons for this difference. 


2. Do you observe any changes in the literacy rate among youths (15-24) 


and adults (+15)? 


3. What are some of the challenges for improving the levels of female enroll- 


ment in tertiary education (e.g. university level)? 


Lecture Outline 


Ethnic Conflict 


e Ethnicity and ethnic identity 
e Causes of ethnic conflict 

e The cost of ethnic conflicts 
e Child soldiers 
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Activity Outline 


Governance 


Aim 


Students will analyze data from the Worldwide Governance Indicators (WGI) in 
order to understand the dimensions of governance in a country. The indicators 
are derived from a variety of sources. Scores based on fewer sources are less 
precise. Countries are ranked based on their relative scores with O correspond- 
ing to the lowest rank and 100 to the highest rank. 


Groups 


Group 1: Argentina and Chile 
Group 2: Costa Rica and Nicaragua 
Group 3: Botswana and Zimbabwe 
Group 4: Ethiopia and Kenya 
Group 5: China and India 


Key Terms 


governance, corruption, rule of law, accountability, political stability 
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Instructions 


1. Type http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/ 

2. Select “Databank” 

3. Select “Databases” on the left 

4. Select “Worldwide Governance Indicators” 

5. For Country select the pair of countries 

6. For Series and select the indicators to complete the table 

7. For Time and select years 1998 and 2016 

8. Select “Apply changes” 

Indicator Country A Country B 


1998 | 2012 1998 2012 


Control of corruption 


Percentile Rank 


Number of Sources 


Political Stability and Absence of Violence/Terrorism 


Percentile Rank 


Number of Sources 


Regulatory Quality 


Percentile Rank 
Number of Sources 
Rule of Law 
Percentile Rank | : 


Number of Sources 


Government Effectiveness 


Percentile Rank 
Number of Sources 
Voice and Accountability 
Percentile Rank | : 


Number of Sources 


1. How do the governance indicators of the two countries compare to each other? 
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2. Is there a dimension in which the countries’ rankings are within a close distance? 
Is there a dimension in which their rankings are far apart? 


3. Do the countries’ rankings change between 1998 and 2012? 


4. Compare the number of sources by type of indicator and year. Which indicator has 
the least number of sources in 1998/2012? Which indicator has the most number 
of sources 1998/2012? Do you think the number of sources compromises the 
quality of the analysis? 


Lecture Outline 


Political Transition 


e Governments 
- Characteristics of democracy 
- Elements for a stable government 
- Case study of Latin America 
- Constitution in Latin America 
e Coup d’état 
e African dictators 
e Latin American dictators 
e Political changes 
- Factors contributing to political changes in Latin America 
- Economic difficulties 
- Military conflicts 
- Inadequate governments 
- Imposed sanctions 
- Fall of communism 
- Foreign policy 
- Mexico 
- Costa Rica 
e Dictators 
e Threats 
- Economic reform impacts 
e Women voting timeline 
e Women political leaders 
e Case study of India 
e Women and parliament: Iraq, India, Rwanda 
e Female lawmakers 
e Global suicide rate 
e Corruption around the world 
- Afghanistan and Equatorial Guinea 
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Lecture Outline 


World Organizations 


e Key terms/Who are the players? 

- World Bank 
- Recent changes 

- International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
- Recent problems/changes 
- New role 

- United Nations (UN) 
- Sustainable development goals (SDGs) 
- Millennium challenge corporation 

- World Trade Organization (WTO) 
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Lecture Outline 


Globalization, Parts | and II 


Globalization, Part | 


e What is globalization? 

e Globalization model 

e¢ Components of globalization 

e Globalization (1900) roller coaster 
e Is there another Great Depression? 


Economy/Globalization 1960-Present, Part II 


e Post—World War II 
- Import-substitution industrialization (ISI) 
- Export-oriented industrialization (EOI) 
- New development strategy 
e Oil crisis 1970s 
e “Lost Decade” 1980s 
e Globalization 1990s 
- 1990s 
- Structural adjustment 
e Can developing countries control developed economies? 
e Sovereign wealth funds 
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Activity 


Macroeconomics 


Aim 


Students will analyze macroeconomic data using data from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) World Economic Outlook. The purpose of this activity is 
to understand measures of macroeconomic development and how predictions 
of these measures help guide policy. 


Groups 


Group 1: Botswana 
Group 2: Ghana 
Group 3: Nigeria 
Group 4: South Africa 
Group 5: Tanzania 


Key Terms 


Gross Domestic Product (GDP), inflation, government expenditure, balance of 
payments, current account balance 
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Instructions 


1. Select http:/Awww.imf.org/external/data.htm#data 

2. Select “World Economic Outlook Databases (WEO)” then select “more” 
3. Select “World Economic Outlook Database April 2016” 

4. Select download “By Countries (country-level data)” 

5. Select Sub-Saharan Africa 

6. Select “Continue” 

7. Select Subjects according to the Indicators in the graph below 

8. Select “Continue” 

9. Accept the default options for start year and end year. 

10.Select “Prepare Report” 


Indicators Start Year End Year 


GDP per capita, current prices (US dollars) 


Total investment (% of GDP) 


Gross national savings (% of GDP) 


Inflation, average consumer prices (% change) 


Volume of imports of goods and services 


Volume of exports of goods and services 


General government total expenditure (% of 
GDP) 


General government gross debt (% of GDP) 


Current account balance (US dollars) 


1. How is GDP per capita expected to change during this period? Is the inflation rate 
higher or lower in the future compared to the base year? 
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2. Is the contribution of investment and savings to GDP expected to increase or de- 
crease? How about the contribution of government expenditures and gross debt? 
Is this future scenario favorable for the country’s finances? 


3. Are the country’s exports expected to increase or decrease in the future? How 
would this affect their current account balance? 


Lecture Outline 


Environment and 
Natural Resources 


What is a natural resource? 

- Renewable vs. nonrenewable resources 
How are resources defined? 

- Cultural value 

- Technology 

- Economy system 

Case study of North America and the use of petroleum 
Views on the environment 

- Environmental determinism 

- Possibilism 

- Sustainable development 

Case study of China and its auto demand 
Energy resources: Legacy of the Industrial Revolution in the environment 
Case study of Nigeria and oil 

Changing landscapes 

- Deforestation 

- Desertification 

Case Study of Brazil and deforestation 
Carbon trading market (e.g., China) 

Coal prices boom 2008 

Consequences of biofuel (e.g., Brazil) 
Case study of Haiti 

Water availability 

Environmental problems 
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Individual Paper 
Assignments 


Paper 


What Kinds of Legacy Does 
Colonization Leave Behind? 


50 points 


Learning Outcome 


This paper will help students understand and discover the effects of coloniza- 
tion on a country. In addition, students will determine whether the legacy left 
by colonization is positive or negative. Review discussion activity #3. 


Key Concepts 


colonialism, neocolonialism, underdeveloped, nonindustrialized, developing 
country, socialism, Marxism, communism, modernization 


Assignment Prompt 


Each student will pick a developing country and write a paper on the legacy of 
colonization for that country and the effect on the country’s development (make 
sure to use examples when answering questions). Please keep in mind that 
this is not a paper about colonial history! Please limit the colonial history to 
the introduction. We expect you to identify three colonial aspects and make a 
comparison of how they still present (legacy) in the country today (E.g. official 
language of the country). You can select a country used as case studies during 
lectures (i.e., Brazil, Mexico, and others), but you cannot use class material as 
a reference. You will need to provide academic sources. 
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Formatting Requirements 


e 5 complete pages of written text (not including cover page, reference 
page or supporting tables/graphs). 

e 12-point Times New Roman, double spaced, one-inch margins, page 
numbers. 

e Cover Page: title (with country), student’s name, date, section number. 

e Section headings marking each paper component. 

e Minimum of 3 scholarly references; Ask.com, Answers.com, Wikipedia, 
and similar websites are NOT PERMITTED. Ask your TA if you are un- 
sure about the legitimacy of a source. 

e Demonstrated support from databases used in discussion activities 
(please cite data from at least two different databases (i.e. HDI, CIA 
World Factbook, etc.)). 

e Use MLA or APA style with in-text parenthetical and bibliographical 
citations. 

e Upload the final product on Canvas before the due time. The late pen- 
alty is 1Opts per day. 


Paper Components (Rubric) 


e Introduce general background information about the country’s geogra- 
phy and history (6 points) 
- Brief background 
- Geography 
- Human Development Index (HDI) rank 
- Need to use at least one additional database from Course Packet 

Activities 

e Describe legacies of colonization in your country in at least three sectors 
(politics, culture, economy, education, demography, religion, or social 
systems). 
- Legacies in Sector #1 (10 points) 
- Legacies in Sector #2 (10 points) 
- Legacies in Sector #3 (10 points) 

e Evaluate whether these colonial legacies have been beneficial and/or 
negative for your country’s development. (8 points) 

e Bibliography/References (3 points) 

e Correct format (3 points) 
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Writing Center 


Students are encouraged to utilize the English Department’s Writing Center 
(http://www.english.umd.edu/academics/writingcenter), located at 1205 
Tawes Hall. There is always room for improvement, and the writing advice 
you will receive will benefit you and future class papers. You may contact 
the Center at writadmin@umd.edu or 301-405-3785. We will not be grading 
on grammar/spelling/mechanics as a separate category; however, we reserve 
the right to take off points if your essay is poorly written (i.e., has terrible 
grammar or multiple spelling errors), lacks sentence transitions, has no clear 
thesis statement, or for similar stylistic reasons. 


Education Demography 


Economy Religion 


Architecture/ 
Infrastructure 


“GEES Important 
Left Behind Cities 


a 


developing 
country and 
Colonizer? 


Beneficial? - ee > Negative? 


Paper 


Gender and Development 


50 points 


Learning Outcome 


Students will show the effects of social and economic development on gender 
in a developing country. 


Assignment Prompt 


As societies industrialize and women’s economic positions strengthen, the gap 
between men and women narrows; however, this may or may not be the case in 
some developing countries. Therefore, you must link gender to one of the follow- 
ing topics described below and use a developing country as a case study. You will 
elaborate on the relationship using the examples provided with each topic. The 
essay should be based on the key concepts from class and discussion. Do not use 
the same developing countries and/or case studies used in lectures. In addition, 
we expect you to incorporate scholarly materials found outside the classroom. 


Formatting Requirements 


e 4 complete pages of written text (not including cover page, reference page 
or supporting tables/graphs). 

e 12-point Times New Roman, double spaced, one-inch margins, page num- 
bers. 

e Cover Page: title (with country), student’s name, date, section number. 
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e Section headings marking each paper component. 

e Minimum of 5 scholarly references; Ask.com, Answers.com, Wikipedia, 
and similar websites are NOT PERMITTED. Ask your TA if you are unsure 
about the legitimacy of a source. 

e Demonstrated support from databases used in discussion activities 
(please cite data from at least two different databases (i.e. HDI, CIA 
World Factbook, etc.)) 

e Use MLA or APA style with in-text parenthetical and bibliographical cita- 
tions. 

e Upload the final product on Canvas before the due time. The late penalty 
is 1Opts per day. 


Paper Topics 


e Migration: i.e. push and pull factors, x-factor, brain drain, remittances, 
rural to urban migration 

e Urbanization: i.e. trends and results of urbanization, rapid urbanization, 
urban poverty 

¢ Poverty: i.e. concentration of poverty (rural/urban centers), gap between 
rich and poor, unequal distribution of wealth, malnutrition 

¢ Health: i.e. family planning, pregnancy-related deaths, malnutrition, 
challenges of HIV/AIDS 

¢ Population: i.e. \ife expectancy, demographic transition model, human 
development index, doubling time, dependency ratio, natural increase, 
theories of population (Malthus and Boserup), population growth control 
(e.g., one-child policy) 

e Education: i.e. school enrollment, cultural barriers 


Urbanization 


Loe 


__ ad S - 


Poverty 
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Paper Components (Rubric) 


e Introduce the chosen developing country and topic. Describe the gender 
dynamics in your chosen country (e.g., general statistics, policy-related 
issues, and general climate for women) (6 points). 

e Select one of the topics from the list above. Provide two examples of 
how gender affects outcomes in this topic. 

-Example #1 (15 points) 
-Example #2 (15 points) 

e Propose measures to improve the level of gender development in the 
country. Explain why women would benefit from these measures and 
how. Defend your thoughts/reasoning. (5 points) 

e How have your perspectives on gender in the developing world changed 
as a result of your case study? Explain your thoughts/reasoning. (3 
points) 

e Bibliography/references/guidelines (3 points) 

e Correct format (3 points) 


Sources 


Choose sources that will elaborate, strengthen, and support your paper. Use 
the library website (http://www.lib.umd.edu/). Play around with key words. 
For example, try such key words as “gender and Brazil,” “family planning/ 
education and gender,” “migration and gender,” or “population and gender” 
and you will see an abundance of scholarly articles and books available. Also, 
use websites/databases used in discussion as well. If you have questions 
about the legitimacy of a source, ask your TA. 


Writing Center 


Students are encouraged to utilize the English Department’s Writing Center 
(http://www.english.umd.edu/academics/writingcenter), located at 1205 
Tawes Hall. There is always room for improvement, and the writing advice 
you will receive will benefit you and future class papers. You may contact 
the Center at writadmin@umd.edu or 301-405-3785. We will not be grading 
on grammar/spelling/mechanics as a separate category; however, we reserve 
the right to take off points if your essay is poorly written (i.e., has terrible 
grammar or multiple spelling errors), lacks sentence transitions, has no clear 
thesis statement, or for similar stylistic reasons. 


Group Project: 
Development Challenge 


Group Project 


Development Challenge 


115 points 


Deliverables/Due Dates 


A: Project Planning Report (5 points) due: 
B: Background Paper (20 points) due: 
C: Video Presentation (30 points) due: 
D: Feedback Report (10 points) due: 
E: Development Plan Proposal (50 points) due: 


Introduction 


The Luna Foundation has published a Request for Proposal—the Development 
Challenge—seeking ideas that could help overcome bottlenecks of development 
in the African continent. This is an unprecedented opportunity for a Non- 
Governmental Organization (NGO) to receive a $1 billion grant to implement 
a Development Plan in a country in Sub-Saharan Africa. The Luna Foundation 
will award the grant to the best proposal based on the criteria specified in this 
Request for Proposal. 


Criteria 


e Country Eligibility: any country in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
e Vision Statement: description of how the country would be changed after 
the successful implementation of the Development Plan. 
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e Mission Statement: description of the organization’s purpose and ap- 
proach to development. 

e Background Research: comprehensive knowledge of the country’s char- 
acteristics, issues, and overall level of development. 

e Implementation partners: identification of three non-profit organizations 
international or in-country that could assist with the implementation of 
the Development Plan. You can consider among these organizations 
that have already received grants from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foun- 
dation (http://www.gatesfoundation.org/How-We-Work/Quick-Links/ 
Grants-Database). 

e¢ Development Priorities: identification of the country’s top three develop- 
ment priorities. Your Development Plan will have individual components 
to address each of these priorities. The component needs to have an 
objective and proposed activities. We recommend you select your priori- 
ties from only two sectors (e.g. education, health, infrastructure, etc.). 
Focusing on two sectors will make more manageable the preparation of 
the Development Plan. 

e Risks and Mitigation: identification of any social, environmental, or 
governance risks that could arise from the implementation of the com- 
ponents’ activities, and the measures to prevent or mitigate these risks. 

e Monitoring and Evaluation: selection of at least two outcome indicators 
for each component. An outcome indicator measures changes in eco- 
nomic, social, or behavioral conditions of the beneficiaries as a result of 
project activities. For example, the outcome indicator of a project that 
invests in agricultural extension services would be to improve knowledge 
of new technologies and increase income levels among farmers. 

e Persuasiveness: capacity of the organization to present their idea for 
a Development Plan in a creative and compelling way using a video 
format. 

e Feedback: provision of critical feedback to another group’s Develop- 
ment Plan and improvement of their own Development Plan based on 
peers’ and instructor’s feedback. 


Instructions 


The class will be divided into groups. Each group will select a country in 
Sub-Saharan Africa and create an NGO to compete in the Development 
Challenge. Students must meet together outside of the classroom to conduct 
research and prepare the deliverables according to the specified criteria. 
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Aim 


The objective of this assignment is to expose students to the process for 
designing a development intervention. The World Bank, USAID, and the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundations are some of the development organizations 
that invest millions of dollars every year in the fight against poverty. These 
organizations prepare strategies that diagnose the problems of a country and 
identify needs for intervention. The actual implementation of these interven- 
tions, however, is often carried out by government agencies or contractors. In 
this class assignment, we will emulate the process through which a private 
foundation (the Luna Foundation) publishes a Request for Proposal invit- 
ing NGOs to submit their ideas about how to reduce poverty and promote 
development in a country in Sub-Saharan Africa. 


The process includes (a) researching the historical context and current eco- 
nomic and social conditions of the country; (b) justifying the selection of 
areas for intervention and articulating a vision for the project and a mission 
for your organization; (c) developing the project components, identifying risks 
for implementation, and proposing monitoring and evaluation arrangements. 


Dividing the Work 


1. As a group, you will be allowed to “fire” a group member under the 
following circumstances: not contributing or executing the assigned role, 
absent more than two group meetings, and, lastly, not answering e-mails/ 
messages/phone calls. The person who is fired will have to work on the 
WHOLE project alone or receive an F. The group leader, however, MUST 
contact the TA before “firing” a group member. 

2. The group leader should be the person who contacts her or his TA with 
any issues/concerns/problems within the group. 

3. Divide the work so that it relates to your interests. For example, if you are 
interested in the economics side of the project, we suggest taking over 
that part of the project. You are more than welcome to infuse your major 
and/or interests to this project. 

4. You are required to meet with your groups OUTSIDE of class. Therefore, 
please schedule your group meetings accordingly. 
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Internal & Export 
Markets 


Patterns of Land 
Tenure System & 
Production 


Historical Context 
of Current 
Agricultural & 
Economic 
Systems 


Poverty Levels 


Population 
Structure/ 
Demographic 


Economic 
Development Gender & Ethnic 
Plan Should Challenges 


Include 


Student Process to Create Final Product 


Planning and Preparing 


Critiquing and Revising 


Foundational Papers 


Individual papers (Legacy and Gender) facilitate knowledge ac- 
quisition on development topics. Students will receive feedback 
from the instructor on ways to improve their analysis for the 
group paper and project. 


In-class group activities 


Each week, groups will work with and report on a different data 
set, building skills and accumulating knowledge which they can 
apply and incorporate into their final group projects and reports. 
Students will receive in-class feedback from the instructor when 
they report their results at the end of the session. 


Activities 1-5 Lead to Foundation Paper—Legacy 


Activities 6-10 Lead to Foundation Paper—Gender 


Legacy & Gender Paper | Lead to Final Group Project 


Out of class group 
meetings 


Regular group meetings outside of class. Students will be ex- 
amining various databases and analyzing data. Regular group 
meetings will allow them to share and critique their work, and 
make revisions. 


In-class group planning 
session 


Students will meet with their groups to continue planning, pro- 
vide brief reports to the instructor and obtain feedback. 


Templates 


Templates for the project planning report, feedback report, and 
cover page for the development plan are included in the course 
packet. 
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Part A: Project Planning Report (5 points) 


Students will be divided into group during Week 5’s discussion. The first 
group deliverable is to prepare a project planning report. The group will select 
a country, decide on a tentative name and mission statement for their NGO, 
divide responsibilities, and prepare ground rules for group work. A template 
for the planning report is included in the course packet. 


The group leader will be responsible for submitting the planning report to the 
TA via email by the due date 


Part B: Background Paper (20 points) 


The group will conduct background research about the country to obtain a 
general understanding of its main features and level of development. The 
background research needs to include information about the country’s his- 
tory, geography, demography, political situation, economic issues, and social 
issues. Comprehensive research and analysis of the country’s situation is 
crucial to the development of a solid development plan. 

The paper should be: 

e A minimum of 3 pages (not including title or reference page) in length 
cover page and reference page do not count as part of the 3 page 
requirement. 
12-point Times New Roman, double spaced, one-inch margins, page 
numbers. 

Cover Page: title (with country), student’s name, date, section number. 
Section headings marking each paper component. 

Minimum of 5 scholarly references; Ask.com, Answers.com, Wikipedia, 
and similar websites are NOT PERMITTED. Ask your TA if you are un- 
sure about the legitimacy of a source. 

Demonstrated support from databases used in discussion activities 
(please cite data from at least two different databases (i.e. HDI, CIA 
World Factbook, etc.)). 

e Use MLA or APA style with in-text parenthetical and bibliographical 
citations. 

Upload the final product on Canvas before the due time. The late pen- 
alty is 1Opts per day. 


The group leader will be responsible for submitting the planning report to the 
TA via email by the due date 
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Background paper components (rubric): 


1. Introduction: What is your personal motivation for selecting this country for the 
group project? Do you have any previous knowledge or experience about this 
country? (1.5 points) 

2. Historical context: What is the country’s colonial history and legacies? Have there 
been any conflicts since independence? (2.5 points). 

3. Geography: Where is the country located? What are the main climatic zones? How 
is the country subdivided? What features of the country’s geography are threats or 
opportunities for development? (2.5 points). 

4. Demography: What is the current population structure and what are the future 
trends? What is the life expectancy? What are the main ethnic groups/languages 
spoken/religions in the country? (2.5 points). 

5. Politics: What is the form of government? What are the characteristics of the 
current regime? Is there a record of human rights violations? (2.5 points). 

6. Economy: What are the key economic sectors? What crops or natural resources 
have been important? Who are the main export partners? What are the largest 
economic opportunities for the future? (2.5 points). 

7. Social: What is the poverty rate? What is the level of human development? What 
is the role of women in society? Who are the marginalized groups in society? (2.5 
points). 

8. Conclusion: Based on your analysis what do you consider are the three main 
development priorities for your country? (2.5 points) 

9. References (1 point) 

10.Correct Format (1 point) 


Part C: Video Presentation (30 points) 


The video presentation should serve as a visual aid that helps convey the main ideas 
of your proposal. Video presentations are becoming more popular among development 
organizations. The video should last between five and six minutes and make a compel- 
ling case for your development plan. The video presentation will be viewed during 
discussion. Each group will receive feedback from the TA and another group. 


The group presentation is your opportunity to be creative with your project. Not every 
member needs to appear in the video; however, the group’s leader is responsible for 
identifying which group member was responsible for which aspect of the video and 


paper. 


The video needs to be uploaded in Youtube and the link submitted to your TA by the 
due date 
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Criteria 


Mission Statement: a one-sentence statement describing the reason your orga- 
nization exists. 

Vision Statement: a one-sentence statement describing the clear and inspira- 
tional long-term change, resulting from the successful implementation of your 
Development Plan. 

Implementation partners: identification of three non-profit organizations, inter- 
national or in-country, that could assist with the implementation of the Develop- 
ment Plan. You may consider organizations that have already received grants 
from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (http://www.gatesfoundation.org/ 
How-We- Work/Quick-Links/Grants- Database). 

Development Priorities: identification of the country’s top three development 
priorities. Your Development Plan will outline several project components rela- 
tive to each priority. Each component needs to have an objective and a series 
of proposed activities that will help achieve the objective. We recommend you 
select your priorities from only two sectors (e.g. education, health, infrastructure, 
etc.). Focusing on two sectors will make the preparation of the Development Plan 
more manageable. 

Risks and Mitigation: identification of any social, environmental, or governance 
risks that could arise from the implementation of the activities associated with 
each project component, and the measures you will take to prevent or mitigate 
these risks. 

Monitoring and Evaluation: selection of at least two outcome indicators for each 
component. An outcome indicator measures changes in economic, social, or 
behavioral conditions of the beneficiaries as a result of project activities. For 
example, one outcome indicator of a project that invests in agricultural exten- 
sion services would be improved knowledge of new technologies and increased 
income levels among farmers. 

Time frame for implementation of the Development Plan 

Full citations for all sources used, including images, videos, music at the end. 
Persuasiveness: capacity of the organization to present their idea for a Develop- 
ment Plan in a creative and compelling way using a video format. 


Your group will be graded on the following categories: 


Content (10 points) 

- Accurate, factual information 

- Feasibility of the solutions 

- Identification of implementation risks 

- Distribution of money (you can use a diagram/chart) 


Creativity (10 points) 
- Visually pleasing 
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- Incorporation of visual aids such, photos, videos, music, chart or tables, and 
sound 

- Length: five to six minutes 

- Clear sound 

- Quality of the setting 

Persuasive Value (10 points) 

- Rationale for project intervention 

- Pertinence of vision statement 

- Clarity of mission statement 


Sample Links 


http://youtu.be/cOaMEz__4wE 

http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=vfHCcoNgJlg&feature=youtu.be 
http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=Cd6SiRFdKls&feature=youtube 
http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=IsJTOs-U MbO0&feature=youtu.be 
http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=2Tp59Y 5Nydk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOLeSzowZZ8 


Part D: Feedback Report (10 points) 


Your group will provide and receive feedback of the video presentation. The group 
will prepare a report to provide feedback to another group’s video presentation. The 
template for the feedback report is available in the course packet. Each group member 
is responsible for completing one section of the report. The group will receive a similar 
report from another group as well as feedback from the instructor. 


The group leader will be responsible for submitting the feedback report to the TA via 
email by the due date 


Part E: Development Plan (50 points) 


The development plan should be based on information from both the class and materi- 
als found outside the classroom. 


The paper should be: 


12-point Times New Roman, double spaced, one-inch margins, page numbers. 
e Cover Page: title (with country), student’s name, date, section number. 

Section headings marking each paper component. 

e Minimum of 5 scholarly references; Ask.com, Answers.com, Wikipedia, and 
similar websites are NOT PERMITTED. Ask your TA if you are unsure about the 
legitimacy of a source. 
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e Demonstrated support from databases used in discussion activities 
(please cite data from at least two different databases (i.e. HDI, CIA 
World Factbook, etc.)). 

e Use MLA or APA style with in-text parenthetical and bibliographical 
citations. 

e Upload the final product on Canvas before the due time. The late pen- 
alty is 1Opts per day. 

This paper is due in your discussion. It needs to be printed out 
with page numbers, a cover page, and a bibliography. All papers should be 
stapled in the upper left corner. 


Development Plan Components (Rubric) 
1. Cover Page (3 points) 


- Vision Statement; project components; description of the organization 
(mission statement and group members); implementation partners. 


2. Project Objective (12 points) 


- Background summary: Provide one-paragraph summary of the 
country based on background paper (3 points). 

- Rationale for Project Intervention: Explain the priorities for develop- 
ment in the country (3 points). 

- Mission Statement: a one-sentence statement describing the reason 
your organization exists (3 points) 

- Vision Statement: a one-sentence statement describing the clear 
and inspirational long-term change, resulting from the successful 
implementation of your Development Plan (3 points) 


3. Project Implementation Plan (30 points) 


¢ Component A 
- Objective (2 points) 
- Activities (4 points) 
- Risks and Mitigation (2 points) 
- At least two outcome indicators (1 point each) 


e Component B 
- Objective (2 points) 
- Activities (4 points) 
- Risks and Mitigation (2 points) 
- At least two outcome indicators (1 point each) 


¢ Component C 
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- Objective (2 points) 

- Activities (4 points) 

- Risks and Mitigation (2 points) 

- At least two outcome indicators (1 point each) 


4. Itemized Budget by Component (2) 
5. Correct Format (3) 
REMEMBER ... The entire project is a group effort, and the group will receive 


a single grade. Be sure to break the work down into segments so everyone 
participates. 


Group Project 
Templates 


Development 
Challenge Group 
Project 


Project Planning Report 


Due Date (via ELMS) 


5 points 


Project planning is an important first step in the preparation of any devel- 
opment intervention. In this stage, your group will select a country for the 
Development Challenge, decide on a name for your organization, describe a 
mission statement, assign roles among group members, and establish ground 
rules for participation. 


Country Selection 
Select any country in Sub-Saharan Africa based on the interests and previous 
knowledge of team members. 


Name of Organization 
Decide on a name for your organization. The organization could be identified 
by an acronym. 


Mission Statement 

Conduct an early attempt to describe the mission statement for your organiza- 
tion. The mission statement should reflect the core values of your organization 
and your approach to development. You can do research on the mission state- 
ments of existing organizations, but your statement needs to be original. You 
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can change the name and mission statement of your organization in the final 
Development Plan. 


Individual Assignments 

You will need to assign responsibilities in your group. The group leader will 
coordinate the paper and the video. The other group members will share 
responsibilities in both the video and paper. The same person cannot be the 
Paper Editor and the Video Editor. Writers/Researchers and Video Contributors 
will provide the inputs for the preparation of these two materials. Find out 
about the talent and skills in your group and distribute assignments accord- 
ingly. There should be a balanced work load among group members. 


Table 1: Individual Assignments 


Economic Development Plan Project 


Ground Rules 


Establish ground rules to moderate your group work. Remember that the 
group can fire someone who is not contributing to the project (read the de- 
tails in the group project description). If you establish sound ground rules in 
your group, you will have objective criteria to decide when to fire a member. 
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Agreeing on shared principles and ground rules will also make your group 
work more effective and enjoyable. Establish rules for the three questions 
below and include any other rule that the team considers appropriate. 


Table 2: Ground Rules 


Where are you going to meet? 


What remedial actions are you going to take 
if someone is not contributing? 


Any other? 


Use the template below to keep a record of assistance to meetings. If you decide 
to fire a person from your group, you will need to show this record as proof that 
the person has not been attending the meetings. 


Table 3: Attendance Sheet 


Development 
Challenge Group 
Project 


Feedback Report 


10 points 


Due Date 


The week of , Via email. 


Instructions 


Prepare a feedback report about the video presentation prepared by another 
group. Each of the group members will be in charge of preparing one section 
of the feedback report. The group leader will be responsible for collecting the 
individual inputs and submitting one document via email to the TA. The feed- 
back should also incorporate the suggestions provided by other groups during 
the Questions & Answers Session after the Video Presentation. 
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Table 1: Feedback Report 


Feedback Report (Edited by ) 


Group Presentation Title: 


Section 1—Project Feasibility (Prepared by 


Were the three project objectives named and 
developed clearly with supporting factual 
evidence? 


Do the proposed activities make sense given 
the scope of the problems? Are there any 
activities which seem underdeveloped or 
unachievable? 


Do you believe the budget distribution makes 
sense given the proposed activities? Any gaps? 


Do you think the risks associated with project 
implementation are manageable? Are there 
any risks that you feel are not well addressed? 


What aspects of the audiovisual material 
and presentation were most compelling? Any 
aspects of hindered effective communication? 


Were there any aspects of the video that 
hindered effective communication or could 
have been improved? 


Do you think the organization’s vision state- 
ment matches the project goals? Why or why 
not? 


How would you evaluate the organization of 
the material? Do you feel there was a justified 
rationale for intervention? 


What is one question you would like answered 
before funding the proposal? 
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Development Plan Cover Page 
[Country] 
[Title] 
[Date} 
Plan Goal 


Vision Statement: 
[Enter vision statement here] 


Projet Campane _— 


Component A [Enter a brief summary of the [Enter dollar amount in millions] 
component] 


ee a 
fmmote 


Description of Organization 
[Enter name of your organization here] 


Mission Statement: 
[Enter mission statement here] 


Organization Members 


Implementation Partners 


Partner #1 [Enter name] [Enter areas of expertise] 
Partner #2 


